
Buffalo Bayou 
Natural Trails

26th Sept 2022



Anthills Hike and Bike Trail



BACKGROUND

• Natural Path ‘Anthills’ Hike and Bike 
Trails are unique in the area

• Greater Houston Offroad Bicycling 
Assoc (GHORBA) has made a 
positive impact on the trails pre-
2019

ISSUES since 2019

• Unsanctioned construction
• Loss of Habitat and reduced natural 

beauty (Terry Hershey)
• Discouraging Multi-use (safety

concerns, user
conflicts/displacement)

• Environmental (Erosion)
• Risk (Liability)



MTB community contribution



Nov 6, 2021

Artificial Bike FeaturesArtificial bike features



cement on jumps dig pits painted trees equipment 

Natural trails at risk Feb 3, 2020

Nov 6, 2021



Nov 6, 2021

Cement used on jumps



Apr 11, 2021Dig pitsDig pits



Feb 3, 2021Feb 11, 2021

Roots CutCut Roots



Trees CutTrees Cut

Buffalo Bayou South Bank between 

Wilcrest and Kirkwood

20+ trees cut to create one bike 

feature



Trees Painted



SafetySignage on trees



Safety



SafetySafety



Bike Park



Cached Equipment



Liability



Trail user conflict / experience



Aug 3, 2022

Violation of TROE 
• Permanent construction of 

wooden sides on jumps
• Modification of trail

Cement added to jumps

Modifications

Temporary Right of Entry (TROE) 

Before

The TROE allows for safety-related 
maintenance of technical features (bike 
jumps):



Over programmed

The Anthills Hike and Bike Trails have in some areas become overcrowded with technical bike features reducing the 
enjoyment/safety for other trail users. (Map with displays bike features (circles) along the trails (orange line).



Multiuse Trail User Advocacy: Educate/Solutions

We have reached out to the following user groups to provide updates and solicite feedback and advice:

• GHORBA

• Harris County Flood Control District

• Harris County Parks Dept Pct 3 & Pct 4

• Harris County Attorney’s office

• Anthills Trail User community feedback/comments (+200 trail users)

• Homeowners Associations surveys/presentations

• Houston area non-profits

• American Trails organization

• International Mountain Biking Association (IMBA) - IMBA: Guide to Quality Trail Experience (GQTE).

• Trail Alliances/Coalitions



• 78% love the natural trails 

• 68% mention nature as reason why they love them

Feedback from Residents
Form and Feedback

An online form was used to collect 
feedback from residence living near 
the bayou

Although residents use the trail for a wide variety of activities, there was a 
common theme on why they appreciated the trails:
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69% on the trails a few times a week or every day
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birding
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Frequency of Use Type of Use

Feedback from Residents

How often do you use the trails?

76%

12%

12%

Activities that you use the trail area / bayou for
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Feedback from Residents
What do you love / hate?

Multi-use
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Feedback from Residents
What are your thoughts on the bike jumps / technical features that have been built?

51.2% 29.3% 19.5% 



Feedback from Residents
Growing Concern about bikes



Continued discussions with GHORBA, HCFCD, Precinct 4, Residents 

Anthills Hike and Bike Trail needs a solution to fit it unique needs

TROE until agreement can be reached

Way Forward …

https://www.buffalobayoutrailcoalition.org/

Please provide feedback to us at:

• Sustainable (Social, Environmental, Economic)
• Multi-use and Balance
• Trust and Transparency


